
 

Freshmen Seminar  

Mini-Research Paper 
 

You will submit a 1-2 page research paper in MLA format.  You may select one of the topics listed on the back, or one of 

your own choosing (must be approved!).  Please make sure your paper meets the following requirements: 

 Uses MLA formatting/style to set up the paper (see your checklist!) 

 Minimum of 3 sources cited within your paper and on your Works Cited page 

 Citations formatted properly 

 In-text/parenthetical citations formatted properly 

 

Email your final paper to Mrs. Sills at shhs.mediacenter15@gmail.com. 

Please make sure your email is professional and meets the following guidelines: 

 Includes an appropriate greeting and closing 

 Subject line is complete/appropriate 

 Includes an appropriate message/body 

 Paper is attached as a Word file 
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POSSIBLE RESEARCH TOPICS 

 

 Should students have to wear uniforms?  

 

 Should college athletes be paid for playing?  

 

 Should state colleges be free to attend for in-state residents?  

 
 Should marijuana be legal for medicinal purposes?  

 

 Should the driving age be raised to twenty-one?  

 

 Should students have to pass a basic skills test to graduate high school?  

 

 Should girls be allowed to play on boys’ sports teams?  

 

 Should boys and girls be in separate classes?  

 
 Should school athletes have to be on the honor roll to play in games?  

 

 Should the government place a tax on junk food and fatty snacks?  

 

 Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals like chimpanzees or tigers?  

 

 Should people be allowed to keep pit-bull dogs?  

 

 Should the death penalty be used to punish violent criminals?  

 
 Should schools start later in the morning?  

 

 Should people with terminal illnesses have the right to doctor assisted suicides?  

 

 Should school athletes have to take drug tests?  

 

 Should professional athletes have to take drug tests?  

 

 Should high school students have to complete community service hours to graduate?  

 

 Should scientists be allowed to test products intended for human use on animals?  

 

 Should unhealthy fast food products be sold with a warning label?  

 

 Should students be allowed to drop out before they turn 18 years old?  

 

 Should students who fail their classes be retained and have to repeat the grade?  

 

 

 

 


